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0Glory to God in the

and on earth peace to those
onwhom Hi s favor

~Luke 2:14~

~from Pastor Mi ke Ri ce

The Christmas season is upon us. Decorations are
being hung, presents are beirg purchased. The
holidays come with a mixed bag of emotions. For
some it is a happy time; for others not so much. Our
society has made the Christmas season far from what
God intended it to be. The Christmas season is to be
a time of hope, a promise fulfilled, and the love of
God poured out on mankind

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign: The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son, and will call Him
Immanuel. NIV

The Birth of Christ set in mabn God& great
redemptive plan. From the beginning of time God has
been making Himself know to man through His
creation, through His Word, and through His Son.
Jesus lived among men and made His father known
The darkness of sin permeates our world butsaiah

al so prophesi edé

Isaiah 9:2
The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; on those liv ing in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned. NIV

The light of Christ brings salvation to the world, and it
gives us hope for the future because we have the
comfort of knowing thaté

(continued on page 2)
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”...they will call him
Immanuel”
--which means,
"God with us.”
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Matthew 1:23

~from Pastor Wil Forre

OHe must become greater;

/ess. o John 3.:30
As John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ, he
understood his place and his purpose. As Christ
ministered near John the Baptist, Johrhe Baptists
disciples were concerned that Jesus was attracting the
attention of many peopl e (
to his disciples reveals an important truth that can speak
to us this Christmas seaso
receive only what is given them from heaven. You
yourselves can testify tha
but am sent ahead of Him. o6
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears
the bridegroomdés voice. T
complete. He must become greater; | must become less
(John3:2730) . 6 John understoo
to become greater, he must become less.

As we approach the Christmas season | have fand the
implications of this truth profound. Scripture is clear on
the spiritual battle we face. Our spirit battles the
cravings of our flesh. The phenomenon of Christmas is
that the focus has somehow shifted from Christ to the
0stuff o6 whi autflesh. drpoeder fosus to o
resist the temptation that has captivated our culture, we

must i mplement the truth r
l'ife: OHe [Christ] must be
|l ess. 0 This Christmas sea

church might echo the words of John, making us the salt
and light that Christ desires us to be.
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Missions  Highlight il
~prayer schedule ~ -
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Here is our missionary prayer schedule for the months of
December and January Our missionaries appreciate your
diligent prayers for their ministries.

Upcoming Special Events

Week of December %t Please netthat dates and times are subject to cl
Adam aml Allison Roseboom Please refer to the weekly bulletin or church we

Week of December 1%t the most current event schedule and for regular
Jeff and Mary Shadowen scheduled service times and Bible studies.

Week of December 18

Greg and Danielle Storrs
Week of December 2%

Attila and Tamara Szogedi

December, 2011:

JecServant 6s Hands @ 7: (
3% LAFF (Empty Nesters) White Elephant Gift E

Week of January *t _ o @ 6:30 p.m. at Dennis
Doug and Jennifer Witzig 3d-Youth Ugly Christmas Sweater@&5t90 p.m.
Week of January 8t 4hCongregation Meeting after the morning servic
John and Janet MacLean 1-Chi | dr e midisgthe marrangveesn
Weekof January 158t 24"-Christmas Eve sen@e5:00 p.m.
D and A 28hMerry Christnias
Week of January M 25No Sunday evening activities
Conrad and Heidi Hertzler 30"3F--Youth Loek
Week of January 2o
Jerry and Angie Berheim/AWANA January, 2012:

IstHappy New Year!

1st-No Sunday evening activities
™mServantds Hands @ 7: (
12hPiece Makers Qinig Ministry @ 6:00 p.m.

(from Pastor Mi ke Riceds desk . . . continuved f

Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.
NIV

We also have the promise that He is coming back for His own. It is the gift that keeps on giving. So this season,
reflect on Christ the ultimate gift. To think that the birth of a child still has an affect after more than 2000 years!
Praise be to God!!




| Corinthians 13, Christmas Version
Author Unknown

If | decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my family, I'm just

another decorator.

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies,
preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at
mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another cook.

If | work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that

I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me

nothing.

If | trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes,
attend myriad holiday parties and sing in the choir's cantata but do not
focus on Christ, | have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss t he husband.

Love is kind, though harried and tired.

Love doesn't envy another's home that has coordinated Christmas china
and table linens.

Love doesn't yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they
are there to be in the way.

Love d oesn't give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices
in giving to those who can't.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

Love never fails.

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lo st, golf clubs will rust.

But giving the gift of love will endure.
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December Anniversaries:

18A George & Colleen Andrews

260 Larry & Kiki Fogleman
27/ Andrew & Jennifer Bills
280 Kevin & Christi Meservy

281 Garth & Patty Huddleston

GOOD READS

Book title and author

by Henry and Tom Blackaby
Recommended by: Pastor Mike Rice L

Book title and author:

)
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January _Anniversaries: ; \) .
11/ Mike & KJ Miller ) ¥ $q
- »
207 Matt & Becca Richardson ’/ L T
247 Chuck & Kim Foster 4171? . \%%)@4
301 Jake & Paula Hanks JPGI' &
317 Jim & Robin Kaeppner &‘8{ SQI,I —
f{bd C¢
Y
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December__ Birthdays:
1A Ron Glasscock
3A Tim Imbrock
i Gracie Riste
Matthew Benton
Gracie Point
Abigail Welburn
Shallyn Rosa
Nathan Skupowski
8A Emily Toll
9A Teresa Osterhoudt
9A Elizabeth Seashore
1174 Tony Nelson
12/ Jody Whitten
12/ Curt Jessup
14/ Sammy Crofoot
16/ Chris Simmons
167 Leslie Dale
16/ Michelle Dunham
16/ LeRoy Redding
17/ Vicki Cooper
-I 207 Will Forrest
20A Becky Jung
207 Brent Clampitt
21fA Flint Rosa
230 Kelly Relk
24/ Ryan Hanson
27/ Branden Nelson
29 Cynthia Johnston
| 30A Marie Tharp
30f Leah Schroeder
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: The Man God Uses I

The Reason for God:

. Belief in an Age of Skepticism
L by Timothy Keller.
| Recommended by: Pastor Will Forrest

January Birthdays:
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3A Sandy Pepper
Ethan Knopp
Chloe Mueller
Caleb Hughes
Jonathan Benton
Ben Harris

John Mather
9--Ben Dunham

10/ Zach Bright
10A Adeline Wimer
114 Amy Johnston
11/ Deb Mueller
12/ Keriann McWilliams
13f Elvera Hochstetler
137 Jesselee Rosa
137 Nathen Toll
144 Barb Miller

16fA Karen Higer
16 Renee Lindvall
18 Linn Kropf

187/ Grace Gerdes
197 Linda Jackson
20f Cindy Myers
20f Ruth Given
20 Abigail Schroeder
21f Luke Forrest
21f Jan Hanson
210 Katie Point

241 Julie Handyside
267 Mike Thomason
277 Katie Good

271 Tiffany Forrest
29 Angela Renn

~N o1 o1

o
1 S | S S | e | e 1§

©




CHRISTMAS QUIZ
True or False..

1. The Bible says that Jesus was born in December.

2. We are told that Mary rode into Bethlehem on a donkey.

3. Micah foretold that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.

4. The angel said, oOoOPeace on ear

5. Only two of the four gospels mention the birth Ghrist.

6. An Old Testament prophet predicted the miraculous virgin birth of

Christ.

7. The wise men were present at the birth site of Jesus.

8. The Bible tells us that three kings, riding on camels, visited Jesus

9. We are told that the angels sang at the announeent of J
100.John the Baptist was born to

Jesus was born.

Answers are on page 7

-5 * 3"

0OSometimes it seems as though we spei1
Daydreaming about an upcoming vacation, worrying over a medical
test, preparing for the birth of grandchild -- our days are filled with
anticipation and anxiety over what the future holds. As Christians,
we too spend our lives waiting. But we are waiting for something
much bigger than a trip, bigger even than retirement or a wedding:
We are waiting for the return of Jesus in glory. Advent h eightens this
sense of waiting, because it marks not only our anticipation of Jesus'
final coming, but also our remembrance of his arrival into our world

by

more than 2,000 years ago. ©0

~Anonymous-~
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® ® ® ® True story ® ® ®

The brand new pastor anaviie, newly assigned to their first monigtopen a church in suburban Brooklyn, arrived
October excited about their opportunities. When they saw their church, it was very run down and needed muc
goal to have everythiogedin time to have their first service on Christmas Eve. They worked hard, repairing pev
walls, painting, etc. and on DEC 18 were ahead of schedule and just about finished. On DEC 1@altiirigle ten
rainstormhit the area atakted for two days.

On the 21st, the pastor went over to the church. His heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, causin
plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the front wall of the sanctuary just behind tiieghdpithbedihigh. The
pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do but postpone the Christmas Eve se
On the way he noticed that a local business was having a flea market type sale for chairity so he stopped

One of the items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth with exquisite work, fine cola
embroidered right in the center. It was just the right size to cover up the hole in the front wall. He baakhobithren:
church. By this time it had started to snow.

An older woman running from the opposite direction was trying to catch the bus. She missed it. The pagtdhamn
warm church for the next Bus 45 minutes later. She sat irpaigew attdntion to the pastor while he got a ladder,
etc., to put up the tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how beautiful it lookbd andri ¢
problem area. Then he noticed the woman walkingetaemdige. Her face was like a sheet. "Pastor," she asked
did you get that tablecloth? The pastor explained. The woman asked him to check the lower right corn&B&Gse
were crocheted into it there. They were.

These werba initials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 years before, in Austria. The woman
believe it as the pastor told how he had just gotten the tablecloth. The woman explained that before theandr s
were wetb-dopeople in Austria. When the Nazis came, she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to fol
week. She was captured, sent to prison and never saw her husband or her home again. The pastor wanted t
tablecloth; but she madeptistor keep it for the church. The pastor insisted on driving her home, that was the le
She lived on the other side of Staten Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a housecleaning job.

What a wonderful service they had am&hise. The church was almost full. The music and the spirit were gre:
of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted everyone at the door and many said that they would returm On
the pastor recognized from the neiglih@droued to sit in one of the pews and stare. The pastor wondered wh
leaving.

The man asked him where he got the tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical to one that hisagife
when they lived in Austria béferear and how could there be two tablecloths so much alike? He told the pastor
came, how he forced his wife to flee for her safety, and he was supposed to follow her, but he was arrestadea
never saw his wife or himéhagain all the 35 years in between.

The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island andhévehe
the pastor had taken the woman three days earlier. He helped the man dlimis thfestaneetfl the woman's apartm
knocked on the door and he saw the greatest Chuisibmalse could ever imagine.
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Fals@ TheBible does not mention when Jesus was born.
Falsé& Although perfectly possiklthat she rode upon a donkey, the Bible says nothing about how
Mary entered Bethlehem and there are various other possibilities. The Bible gslyhsd she came
with Joseph.

Truefi The prophet Micah prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehemhdivdred years
before the event (Micah 5:2).

Fals@ The angel said O6on earth peace, goodwil [
Trueh Mar kds and Johnds gospels say nothing of
Truefi The prophet announcing the virgin birth, 700 years before the time bfi§, was Isaiah
(Isaiah 7:14) Mat t h e wdhss prépbesywas fulfilledaby the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:41€
23). .
FalseAlmost every depiction of the nativity soe shows well dressed wise men, surrounded by
shepherds, presenting their gifts d@sus while he was in the manger. The Bible truth is very
different for they clearly did not visit Jesus whitee was still lying in the manger (Matthew 2:11).
They met in a house and Jesus wasungochild. Herod ordered the killing of all the childreup to
two years old for he knew that Jesus could have been nearly two years old by then (Matthew 2:.
Falsé The Bible does mention magi coming to visit Jesus, but does not say how many or that t-*
were kings riding camels. There were at least twdhesword magi is plural, but there could have
been many more. The Bible simply mentions three gifts, but does not imply that there were thre.
them or that they were kings. Thereno mention of camels eith¢Matthew 2). .
Falsé& The popular Christmasaer c-Har & t he Her al d Angel s Sin gI
Bi ble doesndét say anything specific about ¢+

I 10.TrueiJohn the Baptist, who was to announce CkL

(1I'i kel y iNaix moitlss beforewesus was born (Luke 1:31, 36,556 76)

SR THRE ¢°

0oCommercialization ha:
meaning of Christmas. The commercial
has become more important than the
carol. What man has to sell more
important than w hat God has

"He's today's greeter” ~Anonymous~
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By Susan Wojciechow

Can you unscramble these words from the Christm as story?

1. gamren 6. roygl

2. nelga 7. sujes

3. lebemheth 8. rats

4. army 9. peekerinn
5. pershdeh 10. peshoj

(Answers are on the last page of the newsletter.)
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ONLINE ACTIVITIEND GAMES

Crossword puzzle
http://akidsheart.com/bible/HisBirth.htm

Memory match game
http://www.akidsheart.com/bible/nt/nativ/imemmatch.html

online nativity coloring page/several to choose from
http://www.biblewise.com/kids_korner/fun_games/online_coloring/index.htm

Color this picture of the nativity. What do you like to color with A crayons,
markers or colored pencils?



http://akidsheart.com/bible/HisBirth.htm
http://www.akidsheart.com/bible/nt/nativ/memmatch.html
http://www.biblewise.com/kids_korner/fun_games/online_coloring/index.htm
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Puzzle Wreath Christmas Decoration Orn ament

You will need:

36 puzzle pieces from a used jigsaw puzzle

Green high gloss a crylic or lacquer spray paint

Small red beads

Newspaper

Glue (Craft glue or hot glue)

Red ribbon

Gold braid string

Directions:

~Lay out the puzzle pieces on newspaper.

~ Spray paint the pieces with the green paint. Apply three coats allowing each coat to

dry the prescribed time listed on the can. Depending on age of child, adult may need to

do this step.

~Next, lay out a circle of nine pieces (painted side up) making sure that each piece is

touching the other. Then make another layer gluing nine pie ces on top of the first nine,

staggering them so that each top piece is overlapping two of the bottom pieces.

~Continue the process until there are four layers of nine pieces each. If using craft
glue, allow wreath to dry overnight. If using hot glue, c ontinue to next step.

~Glue small red beads in bunches around the wreath to form the berries (see illustration).
~With the red ribbon, form a bow and glue onto the wreath.

~Tie gold string to the top of ornament and hang.
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